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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2017 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a meeting on 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly 

Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. Theresa Albanese, Chair, 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  James Sullivan, William Camp, Christopher Borowy, 

Greg Ali & Walter Grover      

   

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 A quorum was determined. 

 Absent:  Jeff Crown, Commissioner                 

    John Fusco, Alternate                    

   

 A quorum was determined. 

 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by everyone in attendance 

 

4.  Approval of Minutes – Special meeting of February 7, 2017  

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as presented.   

Mr. Ali seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

5. Reports from Public, Press and ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

 Nothing this evening. 

 

6. Inland Wetland / Floodplain Filling Applications 

 A. Information – IW#1258 – Application of Fifteen Eighty-Eight 

Group, LLC seeking to clear, fill, grade and install drainage within 
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the Upland Review Ara in association with a new self-storage facility.  

Project located at 1588 Meriden Waterbury Tpke. 

 Sev Bovino, Planner with Kratzert, Jones & Associates 

representing the applicant. 

 This property is on the south side of Meriden Waterbury Road 

short of the intersection with Clark Street.  Clark is probably 300 or 

400 feet west of this property. 

 Land area is 3.88 acres.  Served by public water and sewer. 

 The topography is a gentle slope with a drop from north to south 

from the area near the road to be wetland area about five feet.   

 The wetland area is associated with a watercourse that runs 

east/west in the back of the property.  It is generated by runoff 

which originates on Canal Street which is probably half a mile west of 

this site. 

 The proposal is for a storage facility with multiple buildings.  

The current drainage design shows multiple catch basins in between the 

buildings capturing the surface runoff and the roof leaders and then 

via pipes it takes the runoff to the detention area which has a stone 

berm, a swale that goes north and then comes south eventually into a 

control structure and then into an outfall which is up gradient from 

the wetlands. 

 The outfall was closer to the wetlands before and based on the 

comments from staff we have revised the plans to shorten it.  

 In the detention area, we have the fore bay, stone berms and a 

swale that comes around. 

 The detention area is designed to achieve ZIRO to pass the 100 

year storm.     

 It is a combination of detention, water quality, infiltration and 

there is a pipe that runs parallel to the building.  The pipe is 

incorporated into a stone trench which allows infiltration into the 

ground before exiting to the pipe to the detention area. 

 The pipes are 24-inch and then a 15-inch coming out to the 

detention area.  Coming out of the detention area is a 15-inch pipe 

which leads to a plunge pool with rip rap designed to slow down the 

velocity of the outfall and dissipate the energy coming out of the 

detention area. 

 The proposed facility has an impact of about 8,800 sf of upland 

review area.   

 The limit of disturbance and the buffer area were indicated.   
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  The encroachments will be restored.  Explained. 

 The entire facility will be fenced in providing security for the 

facility but also indirectly, it creates a safety net for garbage and 

debris from flying into the wetland area to the south. 

 Staff has recommended a gate so you’ll be able to get out in back 

of the fence to pick up any debris that may end up in the buffer area 

or wetland. 

 The property used to be a nursery at one time.  There are many 

plastic containers and sheets around the property and many are in the 

buffer area.  All that will be removed and disposed of appropriately. 

 Appropriate notes are on the plans.    

 Some comments on the checklist have to be addressed still. 

 We’d like to have a site walk set up to get a better sense for 

the impacts that we’re talking about and the plans will be revised 

accordingly. 

 Many of the comments Dave had are acceptable to us and we will be 

addressing those comments. 

 The property is flat and the velocity is slow.   

 We have a tree line which shows from the aerial shot.  The actual 

trees are inside the buffer closer to the wetland area.  A line of 

pine trees and some oaks.  Then there is some underbrush there and it 

needs to be removed and cleaned. 

 The Chair had a few questions.   She asked about the existing 

conditions map.  There are buildings that are being removed?   Mr. 

Bovino explained there are structures on the property that will be 

removed yes. (Indicated on the map.)   There is an old greenhouse in 

the back that will be removed, as well.   

 Most of the property is not paved, queried the Chair?   Mr. 

Bovino explained there is a lot of stone area.  The pavement is in the 

front area where the business used to operate.  There is a large curb 

cut across (indicating) and the paving goes up to the building and a 

little bit around the building and then there were access areas to the 

nursery stock that are compacted areas with stone. 

 The wetland area is flagged.  It was done by Eric Dickinson.  He 

will send the report for submission prior to the site walk.  Mr. 

Bovino explained they will stake the outflow area, the corners of the 

buildings, the center of the detention area, where the outflow 

structure is to give you a good sense. 

 The upland review area being encroached upon was discussed. 
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 The tree line was discussed. 

 The Chair asked about a Natural Diversity Database request.  Mr. 

Bovino said it was sent in yesterday. 

 Soil testing on the property was discussed.   A Phase I 

Environmental Report was done.  That will be submitted for the record. 

 We are not within any flood zone. 

 Discussion of the watercourse and where it originates.  Mr. 

Bovino explained it originates from surface runoff from Canal Street.  

Explained route of the runoff. 

 In response to a question by the Chair, Mr. Bovino explained the 

total impervious you can do is 35% for the building and then the 

additional is for the paved area.  In the drainage report, there 

should be a total of impervious area.   

 The Chair asked if they could bring an alternative plan for 

because of the extension into the URA?  Is there a way to reduce the 

extent of the buildings? 

 Mr. Bovino said they have an 8,800-sf impact on the URA which is 

a total of 28,800 sf and he will reserve that response until after the 

site walk.  Quite a bit of the area will be restored to a better 

condition than it is in right now.  Explained. 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to table IW #1258 which was seconded 

by Mr. Borowy.  Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll call vote.11 

 Site walk set up March 16, 2017 at 5:00 pm. 

   

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 Nothing this evening. 

 

8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

 Mr. Lavallee advised he did sent out a request to have some 

automobiles removed from the floodway at 270 Center Street.  We’ll see 

what the response is. 

 We’re always on the lookout for erosion control issues.  We 

remind all the subdivisions and site plans.  We keep those in check.  

That’s constant. 

 Discussion of construction occurring in town. 
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 Mr. Bovino brought up that over the years we’ve done so much 

development is there a possibility this commission can initiate 

something to get grants to maybe clean up the Quinnipiac.  All the 

trees and things that fall into the waterbody are blocking the water 

flow.  The weeds are growing in. 

 The Chair said the Quinnipiac River Watershed Association does 

things like that.  They host those kind of cleanups.  Mr. Bovino noted 

that is south of Route 10 but nothing north.  Here is where the people 

of Southington can enjoy it.  Right in this area.  We have a little 

bit of a less of a flow here and the trees take advantage of the 

river.  Nice if they could clean it so people with a canoe can use it.  

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Lavallee said we have been with Save the Sound on some 

projects adjacent to the linear trail where it abuts the river.  There 

is some money and we’re trying to put together some projects as we 

speak.            

 Discussion. 

 We’ve had two or three clean ups with a local nursery.   They did 

about 1500 feet near Goat Island.  We are talking with the church on 

Bristol Street for a snag behind them.  Mr. Lavallee is further 

working with an Eagle Scout to get a handicapped boat ramp in on Mill 

Street.  You’ll see that soon.  That’ll clear out from there down to 

Goat Island. 

 There really isn’t much money for this.  It’s mostly volunteers.  

Discussion. 

 By the bowling alley they took about the dam, but there is a   

huge oak tree there.  The past month or two the town has been working 

with Save the Sound. 

  Mr. Bovino suggesting a campaign to raise the funds from the 

public.  Mill Street up has a lot of growth of invasives.     

 Discussion. 

 The Chair suggested that maybe the first thing that needs to be 

done is a full river assessment as far as the target areas.  

 Discussion. 

 Access points were discussed. 

 A canoe trail is being worked on by the federal government added 

Mr. Lavallee.  Fish and Wildlife Services.     

 Discussion. 

 The Chair said they would definitely look into getting this done. 
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9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to adjourn which Mr. Ali seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:33 o’clock, p.m.) 


